A message
from our
Executive
Director

“The believers must eventually win through...” Al-Quran, 23:1
“Strange are the ways of a believer for there is good in every affair of his, and this is not the
case with anyone else except a believer; for if he has an occasion to feel delight, he thanks
G-d; thus there is a good for him in it, and if he gets into trouble and shows resignation and
endures patiently, there is a good for him in it.” Life Example of Prophet Muhammed (S)
“We should have a studious group...studying our history and present circumstances...they
should be predicting what we have to face 20, 30, 40 years from now.”
Honorable Imam Dr. W. Deen Mohammed (R)
“We have a Divine destiny! Let’s accept no more excuses for our life journey. Remember, if it
is to be, it is up to me! [And for group aspiration, if it is to be, it is up to we...”
Imam Thomas Abdul Salaam (R)

As-Salaamu-Alaikum (Peace be with you).
Wow, it’s been nearly 10 years since I was asked to serve AM360, and
her fellow intelligentsia inside the CWSC. By March 2020, five of
those years will have been spent Insha Allah, serving in the office of
executive director. Early next year will complete my tenure in office
and hence, this is my final annual report to you as CWSC Executive
Director.
It has been a great pleasure and wonderful privilege and honor
serving you and fellow believers and communities nationwide—a
tenure filled with both rewarding and challenging times. I pray my
service will be accepted by my Lord.

From day one of assuming this office of
leadership, I’ve known this day would
come, since all is impermanent, except
Allah (SWT). Given the circumstances
of my predecessor’s transition, I
sought to remain cognizant that
tomorrow is not promised. I was thus
praying to carry out my duties to the
best of my ability with a sense of
urgency. The goal: to accomplish the
work including helping maintain a
sound fiscal foundation, while
simultaneously building infrastructure
needed to carry us far into the future. I
also sought to turn over an
organization that embraces succession
and welcomes transition not out of
crisis, but by deliberative foresight.”

Calendar year 2019 as in previous reporting periods has seen us chart
a course of steady progress. There is so much I can comment on
about 2019, but I want to mention three occurrences in particular, for
they highlight the importance of how the past, present and future are
connected.
The first is the recent Fireside Chat with the Daughters and Sons of
American Muslim Pioneers featured in December on the new AM360
program Building the Community Life Seminar. We’ve covered a wide
range of topics on the Seminar, but the Fireside Chat was an
especially rewarding opportunity for me to sit with my fellow alumni
of our community’s private school system who are now serving as
leaders in their local as well as our national community.
We had a rare opportunity to discuss our shared heritage growing up
Muslim in America during the 1960s and reflecting on the spirit and
work of the community at that time through 1975 and the sweeping
transition we experienced as teens under the leadership of Imam Dr.
W. Deen Mohammed (R); it was an amazing introspective and
retrospective discussion that carried us into the present and took us
to the path of our future American Muslim Community and the hope
we have for our successors, just as we have been successors for our
pioneering parents and believers.
I also had the opportunity this year to begin fulfilling a long held
desire and promise to proctor a national classroom on leadership
with a Genesis of New American Leadership: Building the Community
Life curriculum. Next year marks the 20th Anniversary of the book by
the same name that helped our Association across the nation put into
words organizational mission statements. More important, the text
helped many connect aspirations with expanded concrete design and
implementation methods to fulfill institutional goals.
One of those asking for Genesis to be put into audio form and to be
brought alive on air in an ongoing national series for discussion with

the group intellect, was none other than our founder, Imam Thomas. As far back as 2009, he asked me to be a program
host and bring Genesis to the AM360 audience to help with community development. Thomas was a professional
broadcaster and made hosting a national talk show look like a cake walk, and although I would later learn the ropes and
technology as a national broadcasting executive, I knew I was out of my lane then with no experience in broadcasting or
podcasting, and so I agreed to focus in a different way―to use Genesis to help build the national intelligentsia he was
also inspired and committed to establishing, in addition to AM360.
I had no idea that some ten years after publishing what many considered a seminal work on leadership, organization and
management, that I would be blessed with the opportunity to move beyond theory and the ideal, and to go from pen to
paper to people, to actually help construct the national working intelligentsia in service to all communities. I believe
such fortune is only by Allah’s Mercy and I will be eternally grateful I was given such responsibility.
Lastly, we spent a considerable part of 2019 planning and preparing to mark and celebrate a great milestone in our
institutional history―the 10th Anniversary of American Muslim 360® Radio.* We’re planning an unprecedented
National Intelligentsia Interfaith Cruise to Cozumel, Mexico to honor the work and our volunteers, including celebrating
our founding and founders. Look too for the announcement of a special CWSC 10th Anniversary celebration 2020 edition
of Remaking Our World Calendar. It’s rare that CWSC stops to take a break from its 24-hour service routine, but the
moment beckons for just such a commemoration and accommodation, and so we are anticipating a wonderful cruise
and opportunity to break bread with one another, relax and re-create, and say thank you for a job well done.
For each occurrence mentioned above, it is evidently clear in our work that we’re not going to ever see all that lies
before us, whether in the form of apparent challenges or help rank on rank, or as Dr. King reminds us, “Faith is taking
the first step even when you don’t see the whole staircase.” Without fail, the future belongs to the Believer; so long as
we keep faith and remain resolved…we will be successful.
At the close of 2019 and as we look toward the next chapter of our institution in anticipation of electing a new leader,
we can be rightfully proud of our accomplishments as a national intelligentsia of believers across institutions,
geographical vicinities, generations, and faiths coming together to help remake our world. I am confident that because
we have remained faithful and diligent in preparing ourselves for the future that our next leader with all our support will
continue to take us to new heights of excellence.
Thank you to every volunteer and institution, listener and financial sponsor, who supports our work including helping to
build and advance AM360. I thank our broadcast team, staff and board of fellow directors who have served and continue
to serve, and the future volunteers yet to come.
I will always be grateful to Dr. Aisha Kareem and Imam Thomas Abdul Salaam (R) for listening to their hearts and
intellects and acting with conviction upon faith in working steadily upon the noble aspiration to bring us together into a
sounding and working group intellect.
May this work be a gate by which we may all enter into the best of this life and the Paradise. Hope to see you in
Cozumel…Blessed 2020!
As-Salaamu-Alaikum.
/s/ M. Muhammad
Executive Director, CWSC
*We’ve worked hard to become the #1 Islamic radio station in the nation where your intellect is respected and your voice protected.
The Cruise will be a time to celebrate the progress of our flagship intelligentsia, take a family vacation, and relax a bit while doing
good. Click here to learn more. Stay tuned to AM360.org and invite a friend to visit cwsc.us…together we can remake the world.

