
Calendar year 2015 was another groundbreaking 

year for CWSC, especially as a relatively new 

institution completing it’s first full year as an 

incorporated entity after losing its executive 

director and ratifying a new leader and new board of 

directors.   

No in-person event was held in 2015, so the 

organization could complete its leadership 

transition, focus intently on its internal operations 

and continued design and implementation of 

structures and reporting relationships to accomplish 

the long-term objectives of a national working 

intelligentsia, while delivering current community 

services. 

By-passing a national in-person event this year, 

allowed considerable time, energy and capital to be 

devoted to bringing online the major intelligentsia 

components for work to be accomplished. 

Nevertheless, and even without an in-person 

Townhall, CWSC finished the year in the black with 

the strongest balance sheet since it began its 

operations. Such success is partly due to heavy 

utilization of communication and work process 

technologies that significantly reduce administrative 

overhead and other operating costs. CWSC 

volunteers use a work design process that 

minimizes the need for face-to-face meetings, travel, 

and other expense associated with getting work 

done throughout the year.  CWSC efficiency was 

above 85% meaning of every dollar spent, 85 cents 

went directly to intelligentsia services to the 

community with only 5% allocated to fundraising 

expense and 10% for administrative expenses.  

Our positive balance sheet is also the result of 

dedicated volunteers either willing to provide in-

kind contributions from their businesses or personal 

funds to help us build our intelligentsia.  At the end 

of December, we were in dire need of finances and 

praise be to Allah (SWT), our donors via the CWSC 

website and other methods, responded generously 

to our first CWSC AM360 Radio Telethon which 

allowed highly leveraged contributions without 

capital intensive investment typically associated 

with event-style fundraising.  CWSC demonstrated 

what was possible through collective action not only 

financially by raising $10,000 in short order, but 

doing so through a shared vision, trust and 

utilization of 21st century technologies.  The CWSC 

AM360 Radio Telethon is now a permanent 

institutional feature that will help generate 

operating capital for all CWSC’s intelligentsia 

operations.  

We continued to bring on talented volunteers from a 

national group intellect via the Model Communities 

National Resource Directory (MCNRD). At the end of 

2015, CWSC saw its volunteer and consultant 

resources grow nearly 40% as public service 

announcements were integrated on-air via our 

national broadcasting network, and word of mouth 

helped propel CWSC as a community service 

institution.  This year, we instituted the Ansar 

Program that incorporates a comprehensive  

orientation, personal sponsor and welcome to every 

new volunteer so a believer can get engaged 

immediately in his or her area of interest or 

expertise as well as serve as consultants to masajid 

nationwide. 
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Unleashing and harnessing the full capacity inherent in the group intellect…  

 Those who hearken to their Lord, and establish regular Prayer; who conduct their affairs by mutual 

consultation; who spend out of what We bestow on them for Sustenance… Al-Qur’an: 42:38 
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With the launching of MCNRD, a major milestone 

was accomplished in fulfillment of a long-held 

community aspiration to bring online an 

information resource tool cataloging our group 

intellect’s skills, knowledge and abilities available 

nationally and to make those resources easily 

searchable and accessible to the entire community.  

Now any registered masjid, school, or other entity 

can with the stroke of a key and via the internet, go 

beyond the four walls of their institution to tap into 

national resources committed to our model 

community vision. The MCNRD is now a major 

cornerstone in the foundation of our intelligentsia 

operations that serves every institution in our 

community.  

American Muslim 360 (AM360) at 

blogtalkradio.com/americanmuslim360, our most 

well known intelligentsia component, increased 

broadcasting hours and days and offered new 

programming including The CWSC Roundtable,  

Commentary of Imam W. Deen Mohammed & Social 

Psychology, The Birth of Women, and more.  New 

hosts joined the Network, while programming 

expanded to weekends. We now offer nearly 40 

programs and we’re the place for real-time 

interviews and breaking news for American 

Muslims. We are also a leading front in the battle 

against violent religious extremism and 

Islamophobia! Behind the mic, the AM360 

Transition Team spent 2015 preparing to become 

the AM360 Governance Committee under a full-time 

CEO who also took the executive reigns for AM360 

operations including programming, staffing, quality 

assurance, training, underwriting, corporate 

sponsorship, and strategic execution.  Following its 

earlier success with recognition as a major media 

influencer, AM360 celebrated another milestone by 

reaching the 502,000+ listener level and 

accelerating toward 1 million! With both live 

programming and a 24 hour daily archive, we 

provided over 8000 hours of Islamic programming. 

Work began in earnest to publish comprehensive 

corporate guidelines for a growing broadcasting 

network to not only help keep AM360 the #1 Islamic 

blogtalk station, but to make AM360 the #1 Islamic 

Radio Station in the nation with an international 

footprint.  

An intelligentsia component in and of itself, the 

CWSC website, www.cwsc.us handled the year’s 

increased work load as an automated workhorse for 

communications and operations. Our site handles a 

host of online processes that connect our group 

intellect including, making it possible for masajid to 

easily live broadcast their Jumah with the world 

with easy online registration.  Our site provides the 

portal for automated fundraising; free national 

sharing of other institutions’ events; networking 

among individuals including easy scheduling of 

national online learning labs to share technical 

information with the community; and of course 

institutions can request consulting assistance via the 

MCNRD. We continue to expand Muslim Townhall 

Central as an electronic meeting place filled with 

activities for the entire family.  From showcasing our 

speakers bureau to providing a one-stop Official 

Calendar of Events featuring the complete CWSC and 

AM360 events and programming guide, as well as 

other important national events happening inside 

and outside our community, our website continues 

to develop. With a 60% growth in new subscribers 

in 2015 alone, along with our total electronic 

footprint from national email updates, to facebook, 

twitter and youtube, and more, our web presence 

and social media outreach will remain a dynamic 

and challenging management environment.  Please 

be sure to like and follow us. 

This year saw continued design and integration of 

10 major intelligentsia components with diverse 

focuses on issues ranging from our youth and 

pioneers to internal political and intra-faith 

relationships—each component is designed to help 

our group intellect remake ourselves and the world; 

they include a National Think Tank & Clearing 

House; National Speakers Bureau; National 

Scholarship Administration & Cultural/Historical 

Preservation Program; Leadership Development & 

Internship Program; Technical & Experiential 

Learning Labs; National Human Resource & 

Consulting Network; National Leadership Advisory 
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Council (NLAC); CWSC Online Store and of course 

the MCNRD…along with AM360, all are closely 

interrelated and provide a powerful strategic and 

tactical capability to employ our community’s 

strengths to help build model communities and help 

the broader society. Visit online to learn about a 

component and how your community can benefit 

from the CWSC network.  

While early in the year we publicly grieved the loss 

of our first executive director, Imam Thomas Abdul 

Salaam, before year end, we would lose another 

great friend and advisor in Imam Khalifah Ramadan; 

we pray Allah (SWT) will grant both his servants the 

highest reward in Jinnah and protect their families. 

Imam Ramadan, only days before his passing, was in 

attendance as a special guest at our board of 

directors’ meeting and at the CWSC Friday On-Air 

Roundtable. On both occasions, he was there to 

address the issues of professional grant writing and 

philanthropy. Imam Ramadan’s loss is a significant 

one to the entire American Muslim community as he 

was seen as a powerful intellect in professional, not-

profit finance.  Inside CWSC, we remain committed 

to the ideals and passion shared by Imam Ramadan 

to get our due share of grants and philanthropy in 

support of the model community vision.  

Without doubt, it’s CWSC’s volunteers, advisors, 

individual and institutional donors, corporate 

underwriters and sponsors that enable us to get the 

job done.  As we wrap up our second year of national 

operations, we're inspired by the tremendous 

support and well wishes received from around the 

country. Individuals and organizations are invited to 

network with us in this shared freedom space of 

community service, where the voice of every 

believer is respected and where each of our 

intellects can be leveraged for the maximum benefit 

of all…together we can remake the world.  

And now more of the CWSC highlights from 

calendar year 2015 and goals for 2016: 

■ Attained Exchange Gold participation rating for 

our commitment to data transparency from 

GuideStar, the nation’s #1 data hub for nonprofit 

research which helps us maintain stricter financial 

accountability and provides donors with greater 

confidence. Next: Obtaining Charity Navigator’s 

prestigious nonprofit industry rating. 

■ Expanded Scholarship opportunities as a national 

scholarship administrator for families and 

communities wishing to establish a lasting legacy for 

pioneers. Added the Payton New Generation 

Scholarship and awarded the first CWSC WMP 

Scholarship to Spelman college student Najah 

Mateen. Next: Continue expanding scholarship 

opportunities, including establishing a scholarship 

to posthumously honor Imam Thomas Abdul Salaam 

for his contributions to CWSC, AM360 and the 

community. 

■ In partnership with Know Me /no me Institute, 

CWSC enrolled 10 interns in national leadership 

development emphasizing public speaking, 

broadcasting, and faith-based reasoning. 

■ Registered as a non-governmental organization 

with the United Nations and joined in collaboration 

with Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference, a faith-

based consortium. The CWSC participated in a pre-

session for the U.N. General Assembly Special 

Session on 2016 Global Drug Policy. CWSC was 

asked to draft a resolution as an Islamic institution 

for the April 2016 session its representatives will 

attend in New York.  Next: An ad hoc team recruited 

via the MCNRD to research, draft and deliver the 

Resolution in the first quarter of 2016. The 

Resolution marks the first general public document 

delivered by our National Think Tank at a national 

and international level. We’ll post the list of 

Endorsing Institutions online.  

■ Hosted 2 National Leadership Advisory Council 

(NLAC) sessions inviting into conference 23 national 

sister organizations in an effort to build closer intra-

faith respect and mutual collaboration among 

national leaders serving our community. The CWSC 

supported numerous conferences and events with a 

CWSC Ambassador present along with letters of 

congratulations to its leaders. Next: Invites to 

individual leaders to be a special guest at the CWSC 
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Board of Directors’ meeting for the purpose of 

discussing mutual collaboration. 

■ Our Speakers Bureau welcomed 13 more 

distinguished lecturers to help extend our voices 

into the “Four Birds” of society. Next: Attain a 

complement of 25 distinguished lecturers before 

announcing the Bureau nationally. Many of our 

speakers are published authors with their works 

showcased in the CWSC Store. We’ll seek to increase 

the number of texts and methods to showcase more 

of the intellectual talent emerging from our group 

intellect. Support the CWSC Store and our 

community’s authors. 

■ Established the National Learning Lab as a way to 

connect our group intellect with specialized 

information via a national “electronic classroom” 

that can go from off-air to on-air forums and vice 

versa based on interest, purpose of discussion, and 

need to recruit talent for further action or reporting 

on actions taken. Next: Get the CWSC volunteer 

engaged as presenters of information in their 

expertise. 

■ Established the CWSC Roundtable as a moderated 

panel discussion, forum, and guest interview venue 

to highlight the CWSC agenda as well as feature 

constructive dialogue on the good things happening 

and on the chronic issues facing our communities, 

including dealing with the cultural barriers to 

operational excellence. In 2015, the Roundtable 

featured 34 regular segments not including special 

series devoted to Shuraa and other topics and guests 

ranging from well-known leaders in the American 

Muslim Communities to the director of the esteemed 

Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture to 

immigration reform experts at California 

Immigration Legal Resource Center. The Roundtable 

also helped celebrate the 40th Anniversary 

Transition of the American Muslim Community with 

the leadership of Imam W. Deen Mohammed (RA 

1933-2008) with a series of special on-air and off-air 

Learning Lab productions. For 2016: More of the 

best interviews and of course CWSC reports. 

■ In total, American Muslim 360 discussed earlier, 

had an impressive record as it led the way in helping 

address extremism and Islamophobia including 

keeping the voice of Imam W. Deen Mohammed 

front and center, plus groundbreaking 

programming, special news conferences and more 

including segments with CAIR (Council on American 

Islamic Relations) and others following the Paris 

terrorist attacks and backlash against Syrian Muslim 

immigration. Next: Plans are on the drawing board 

for new programming additions in the arts, 

interfaith, civil rights and greater diversity in our 

hosts. Expect an expansion of Jumah from our 

widest group intellect as more masajid and leaders 

learn about CWSC, AM360 and Share-Your-Jumah. 

Look for a new public affairs director and 

ombudsman, and listen for the next CWSC AM360 

Radio Telethon integration and PSAs from corporate 

underwriters and sponsors, as we push to take Al-

Islam proper to a larger audience domestically and 

internationally. 

■ On the diversity front, CWSC fulfilled one of its 

guiding principals by becoming a multi-faith, multi-

ethnic institution in 2015 as reflected in the 

diversity of its volunteers, institutions registered in 

the MCNRD, and alliances.  We’re very pleased to 

have reached a level of diversity so early, but it’s just 

the beginning as we ally with more persons and 

institutions among the People of the Book. 

■ CWSC welcomed Dr. Joyce E. King as a CWSC 

advisor. Dr King is the Benjamin E. Mays Endowed 

Chair for Urban Teaching, Learning and Leadership 

and Professor of Educational Policy Studies in the 

College of Education at Georgia State University, and 

will advise CWSC as it looks to establishing an office 

of international relations. 

■ This year CWSC logged an estimated 9,900 

volunteer hours valued at $23.07 per hour.1 And 

we thank Allah (SWT) for every hour devoted for His 

sake out of love for our community. Our volunteers 

are a primary reason we’re able to accomplish so 

much with modest revenues; they in fact donated 
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$228,000 in volunteer labor! That’s the power of the 

group intellect. Next: We will use on-air, online and 

traditional print media to help promote our work. 

As more non-profit institutions learn about the 

MCNRD and its free consulting network, we expect 

the aggregate total of volunteer hours to increase 

significantly.  

Looking ahead to 2016, we, just as other nonprofits, 

operate in an external environment affected by the 

broader socio-economic issues that impact the 

communities we serve. While we have our 

challenges, we will never allow constrained financial 

resources to stop the work.  The history of our 

progress in this country has been one of collective 

empowerment and progress.  Finances do play an 

important role, and require increasingly smarter 

and more efficient allocation of resources.  CWSC is 

committed to being prudent stewards and managers 

of the gifts you entrust to us.  

Thank you for supporting the mission with your 

time, intellect and financial resources.  Volunteer in 

your passion or interest on a self-directed schedule, 

along with other like-minded believers. Meet new 

friends, learn new skills, and let your intellect take 

our community to new heights—to remake the 

world. The best is yet to come…blessed 2016! 

As-Salaam-Alaikum (Peace be with you). 

The CWSC Team 
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1
 According to the Corporation for National and Community 

Service, about 62.6 million Americans, or 25.4 percent of the adult 
population, gave 7.7 billion hours of volunteer service worth $173 
billion in 2013. The current national average volunteer value 
multiplier is $23.07 (independentsector.org). For more 
information, see www.volunteeringinamerica.gov. 
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